at Montreux bitterly criticizing the two-tonguedness of British
policy and flinging out of the conference room. Titulescu was
the very incarnation of that traditional Rumanian policy. He
was that rare thing, an absentee Foreign Minister with foil
authority. From time to time an admiring Rumania heard of
his successes in Paris and Geneva; and at rare intervals he came
to Bucharest, to see if his laurels were keeping fresh. He was
feared and hated by the Germans and Hungarians; even the
British resented the intolerable suggestion that British policy
could ever be perfidious.

Titulescu began to find his authority weakening. One day
at St. Moritz or Cannes, I forget where, he heard that the
Rumanian Prime Minister, Tatarescu, had paid a visit to
Belgrade. You might think that, with Rumanian foreign policy
so often proclaimed to be immutable, it was only a matter of a
few vowels and consonants whether Tatarescu or Titulescu went
to Belgrade, merely Tat for Tit, but not so Titulescu, and he
objected vigorously.

One day, in the most cavalier manner, he was dropped alto-
gether by telegram, and they say that the reason was that he
favoured the better relations with Russia which Rumania's
friends, France and Czechoslovakia, had pursued after Ger-
many's new entry, with lowered horns and steaming nostrils,
into the European bull ring. This was a sensitive point with
Rumanians because the only possibility for Russia to give
Czechoslovakia that help she had promised in case of emergency
seemed to be for her to send troops or aircraft across Rumanian
territory and Rumanians did not want any foreign troops in
Rumania again if they could help it, least of all Russian troops,
for Russia had never clearly waived her claim to Bessarabia,
Rumania's easternmost province.

We may never know just how far Titulescu wanted to go in
this matter. At all events, the bogy of the Russian army,
which has made its spectral appearances all over Europe in the
last twenty years, though the only flesh and blood armies to
have invaded foreign soil of late have been German and